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Although the Southern California economy is recovering, unemployment 
rates remain stubbornly high with approximately 673,000 Southern 
Californians officially unemployed, with the real number far higher. What 
kind of jobs have been created since the Great Recession ended? For the 
most part, lower-wage service sector jobs and part-time/contingent work 
have seen the fastest growth. Many pathways to the middle class for 
families traditionally did not require college degrees. Five core sectors 
show promise in providing critical job opportunities accessible for lower 
educated jobseekers and those in poverty: Construction; healthcare; 
finance, insurance & real estate; logistics; and manufacturing. These same 
sectors were also hit hardest by the Great Recession and are still struggling 
to recover, facing many hurdles and barriers to robust job growth. 
Accelerating job growth in these five core areas can create a healthier job 
market with greater upward mobility.

These sectors are forecasted to add 403,800 jobs to the SCAG region 
economy from 2012-2020, with logistics leading with 143,100 new 
jobs, followed by healthcare (133,100) and construction (61,600). Even 
manufacturing, which the California Employment Development Department 
(EDD) forecasts to create just 13,600 new jobs, will create many more 
job openings for trained newcomers due to the retirement of aging baby-
boomer manufacturing workers.
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TOTAL POPULATION

PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME (2000 BASE)

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT

2000

16,516,006
7,623,400
$21,101

2007

17,917,189

8,292,700

$22,510

2013

18,528,130

8,076,400

$20,278

2009

17,987,767

7,773,400

$21,099

From 2000 to 2007, the SCAG region saw tremendous 
growth both in terms of population (adding over 1.4 
million residents), job growth (employment increased 
by over 669,000 workers), and a moderate increase 
in per capita income. The Great Recession, however, 
caused massive job losses and had a devastating 
impact on the SCAG region’s economic wellbeing. 
While population has continued to rise by more 
than 600,000, the region still has not surpassed 
2007 employment levels and inflation-adjusted 
per capita income has actually declined. Even 
though the SCAG region has gained many 
of the jobs lost in the Great Recession, 
the region is contending with a larger 
population base and stagnant wages, 
which has resulted in even more of 
Southern California’s population 
slipping into poverty. Even with 
recent gains, Southern California’s 
economic recovery has been 
anything but complete.
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